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IT'S JEWISH. 

WliEW we present God's holy Jaw, 
And arguments from Scripture draw ; 
Objectors say, to pick a flaw, 

"It's Jewish." 

Though at the first, Jehovah blessed. 
And sanctified his day of rest ; 
The same belief is still expressed — 

"It's Jewish." 

Though with the world this rest began. 
And thence through all the Scriptures ran, 
And Jesus said 'twas made for man— 

"It's Jewish." 

Though not with Jewish rites, which passed. 
But with the moral law 'ttraa classed, 
Which must endure while time shall last— 

"It's Jewish." 

If from the Bible we present 
The Sabbath's meaning and intent, 
■ This answers every argument — 

11 It's Jewish." 

Though the disciples, Luke and Paul, 
Continue still this rest to call 
The K Sabbath-day " this answers all — 

- u It's Jewish." 

The Gospel Teacher's plain expression. 
That il Sin is of the law transgression," 
Seems not to make the least impression— 

" It's Jewish." 

They love the Rest of man's invention, 
But if Jehovah's Day we mention. 
This nuts an end to all contention — 
• d « It's Jewish* 

R. F. C. 

- £L , 
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A TRUE PICTURE; 



OB 

DESCRIPTION OF TUB STATE OF THE 

CHURCHES. 

B T ROBERT ATKINS. 

The following thrilling extract was published in 
1844. and formed No. xxxix of the Second Advent Li- 
brary. It is stated on tho title page of that Tract 
that it is ''extracted from a discourse recently 
preached in London." 



EXTRACT OF A DISCOURSE, 

" Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning ; and ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their Lord, when he wi!l return from the wed- 
ding; that, when he cometh and knocketb. they mij 
open unto hhn immediately.' 1 Luke xii, 35, 36. 

Preach tng in ceiled houses, Sabbath after Sabbath, 
to the same congregation, appears to rre little better 
than a mockery, when the awful state of Christendom 
arises before me, overshadowed, as it is. with the cloud 
of Almighty vengeance ; and yet, were [ to pursue the 
course that best accords with my present state of feel- 
ing — were I to cry aloud throughout the streets and 
lanes of this city, day and night, Wo, wo, wo to the 
inhabitants — wo to the corrupters of the pure gospel 
of the blessed Jesus. I should be regarded as a fanat- 
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ieal maniac ; and. at the sacrifice of future usefulness, 
would only secure the lamentable satisfaction of hav- 
ing borne my testimony against a degenerate age, and 
an apostate church* My beloved hearers, I am well 
aware that the planer that I have taken, at this most 
alarming and exciting subject, is but ill calculated to 
prepare my mind, at least, for the deliberate investi- 
gation of the important doctrine which 1 have purpos- 
ed to bring before you; but depending for help, 
whence alone true help can come, I proceed to the 
consideration of my subject; and. that your minds 
may not be confused by a variety of matter, I shall 
confine myself, in the present lecture, to the delusion 
that prevails respecting the state and prospects of the 
church and the world. 

What is the opinion that the ch arches of the pres- 
ent day entertain of themselves, and of the world ? — 
My hearers, am I not stating a truth, when I say — 
Go where you will, either to the platforms of Bible 
Societies, or Missionary Societies, or to the pulpits of 
Churchmen or Dissenters, and yon will hear one uni- 
form tale of the increasing piety, and of the extending 
success of the gospel. You will almost be persuaded 
that the ministers and the churches arc as holy and 
as zealous as they well can be — that the world U 
mending every day, through the influence of religious 
example, and that we may shortly expect the tri- 
umph of the gospel — the 'fulfillment of the promise 
that the whole earth shall be filled -with the glory of 
the Lord, Now, without stopping to inquire what in- 
fluence such statements as these, or such opinions, 
howsoever modified, of the church and of the world, 
are likely to produce upon either, let us see how they 
accord with Scripture and with fact. It is plainly 
stated by our Lord. that, until the end of the present 
dispensation, there should be the co-existence of Chris- 
tianity and anti-Christianity — that tho tares should 
grow together with the wheat until the end of the a^e 
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— not the end of the world^ as it is rendered in our 
translation j and, if this bo true, when shall every 
knee bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus is tho 
Lord 1 — When shall righteousness cover the earth, 
and when shall the earth bo filled with the glory of 
tho Lord ? Most certainly, if Christ's declaration is 
to be taken, not during the present dispensation. — 
The Apostle Paul informs us that iniquity, which, 
at the beginning of the dispensation, only worked by 
way of mysteries, in the latter days would assume 
tho character of an actual manifestation. In his sec- 
ond epistle to Timothy, he also declares that, in the 
last days, perilous times shall come ; or men shall bo 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemous, disobedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy, without natural affection, truce-breakers, false 
accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that 
** are good — traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers of God, having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof — ever learn- 
ing, and never able to come to the knowledge of tho 
truth ; men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning 
the truth ; evil men and seducers, waxing worse and 
worse, deceiving and being deceived. And the apos- 
* tie Peter gives this addition to the awful picture: — 
There shall come in the last days, scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, Where is the prom- 
ise of his coming? Uere, you perceive, my hearers, 
you have two descriptions of the last days, that is, of 
the present time, as widely different as two descrip- 
tions can possibly be ; the first is of man's drawing, 
and the second of God's, Which of the two will you 
believe ? But, lest there should be any mistake, let 
us fairly and honestly inquire whether this descrip- 
tion of God's giving, actually corresponds with the 
present state of the churches and of the world; and, 
in tracing the correspondency, may God carry con- 
viction to every one of your minds, as he has done to 
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mine. And now, if we want a standard whereby to 
judge of the apostasy of the present churches, we 
must tako the church of Christ when the apostatizing 
spirit was least manifested, that is to say : in the apos- 
tolic age. With this pattern in onr eye, where, 1 ask, 
are the gifts of the Spirit ? Where is the confidence 
and brotherly love that made all things common ? — 
and where is the selling of all that we have, and be- 
coming a disciple of the Lord Jesus 1 Where has the 
spirit of self-denial and of cross-bearing fled? Where 
is the taking joyfully the spoiling of" onr -oods 7— 
Where is the persecution that all who live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall endure, and where is the being 
hated of all men for Christ's sake? Alas! alas! 
my brethren, the gifts of the Spirit are gone, and, I 
fear, most of the graces have gone with them ; and, 
as to suffering and reproach, to which the church is 
called, such things have long been mere matters of 
history. But this general mode of remark will do 
little, I fear, in bringing conviction to the mind ; let 
us at once go to the churches and take their members 
individually, and compare the Christian of the pres- 
ent day, with Christ ; and where, let me ask, 0 \ 
where will you find almost one feature of resemblance ? 
There are none of you ignorant of the fact that our 
Lord, while in the world, not onij' made an atone- 
ment for sin, but he also set us an example, that wo 
might tread in his steps. He knew what was in man ; 
he knew what would be his most dangerous besct- 
ment, that is, the love of the world, the love of crea- 
ture comfort, the !ovc of ease, and of a present tchi- 
ing-place* To guard against this besetment. he chalk- 
ed out a course for hte followers, and for hi- church ; 
and, let me tell you, it is the only one that can be safe- 
ly followed : and what is this course ? He became ft 
pilgrim and sojourner in n strange land, and would 
not have so much of this world as even a place where- 
on to lay his head j he took no thought for the mor- 
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row ; he made no such inquiries as these : What 
shall I drink, or wherewithal shall I he clothed; 
and, in praying to his Father, he could honestly, and 
with a sincere heart, say, give me this day my daily 
bread. My hearers, whatever apostate churches may 
say to the contrary, every Christian is hound, by our 
Saviour's example' and. what is more, God's positive 
command is upon him to walk in these very steps, 
and to observe the \*ery same rule. 

Oh ! my hearers, find me a follower of Christ find 
mc ft true pilgrim, a genuine sojourner, a man that is 
truly a stranger in this evil world, find ino the man 
whose conduct tells the world he is living for eterni- 
ty ; find me the church who lay it down as a rule, 
that, for the sake of thoughtless, world-loving, com- 
fort-loving, and pleasure-loving sinners, their minis- 
ters and members shall uniformly preach the follow- 
ing truths, by their lives and by their conduct: Men 
are probationers for eternity; the world is man's 
worst enemy ; the world has damned millions of souls, 
and is damning millions more at this very moment. — 
Renounce the world, come out from the world, be- 
ware of the world, overcome the world. I hesitate 
not to say, such a man, such a church is not to be 
found ; the truly righteous arc diminished from the 
earth, and no man layuth it to heart The professors 
of religion of the present day, in every church, are 
lovers of the world, con formers to the world, lovers 
of creature-comfort, and aspircrs after respectability. 
They are called to suffer with Christ, but they shrink 
from even reproach, not to speak of suffering in the 
flesh, as an evil that they are justified in using every 
means to evade : they are called to endure hardness 
as good soldiers of Christ, but, to a man, they lov© 
softness and ease; they are called to hear a testimony 
for Christ to endure persecution, and to rejoice in 
tribulation, but they take good care to keep out of the 
way of both when they can. They are called to weep 
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and to mourn, and arc promised a Comforter j but 
they prefer to be without the Comforter, rather than 
have the mourning. Apostasy, apostasy) apostasy, 
is engraven on the very front of every church ; and 
did th^y know it. and did they feel it, there might be 
hope j hut, alas ! they cry, We are rich, and increased 
in goods, and stand in need of nothing ; and thus, 
blasphemy is added to. apostasy. My beloved hear- 
ers, do 1 speak too strongly, havo I overdrawn the 
picture ? Come with me to Lambeth Palace, tell the 
number of its turrets, count its splendid hails and its 
painted chambers, give a tongue to these appendages 
of state, these contributors to luxury, and say, oh! 
say. What are all these calculated to teach a pleas- 
ure-loving and a world-loving sinner ? Go to the 
salaried dissenting preacher, who has found a resting 
place in his five hundred, or his one hundred a year, 
and see whether his stipulated income, or the round 
of duty fur which it is paid, will give you any just 
idea of the leader and the exemplar of Bible pilgrims. 
Go to the opulent professing churchman, or the 
wealthy deacon, go to the Christian merchant, or 
the Christian shop-keeper, and learn the church's 
comment on the two notable commandments of our 
Saviour, " Lay not up treasures on tho earth," and 
'* Labor not for the meat that pcrishcth." AVhere, 
oh I where is the wo rid -hater, the money-despiser, 
the cross-lover to be found ? Where is the Bible so- 
journer, the Bible probationer for eternity, the Bible 
sufferer for Christ : s sake — Christ's living epistles, 
which sinners may read 1 Where have they their 
hiding-place? My brethren, my brethren, the whole 
gospel system, and the very gospel object is perverted, 
and yet am I censured as a reviler for calling the 
churches apostate. The churches do not know that 
iniquity is working in the way of mystery— tho 
churches do not know that Satan's method of damn- 
ing souls is by giving them much that has the ftp- 
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pcarancc of good — that he will go the length of mak- 
ing a three-parts Christian to keep the* inquirer in 
peace, that he may thus not only make his damnation 
more sure, but also bring deeper reproach upon Christ 
and his cause. Is the witness of the Spirit a thing in 
quired after ? The sinner shall have it, but it will be 
counterfeit. Is peace, is joy, is a praying or preach- 
ing gift wanted ? They shall be given, but remem- 
ber, they are blessings and gifts too freqently of Sa- 
tan's giving. Holiness of heart, and Christ's exam- 
ple, are the only things that Satan fears; and all 
partial piety, and half-hearted Christianity, are Satan's 
glory, and the church's shame. My hearers. I have 
given you a short sketch of what arc called the Chris- 
tian churches of the day, who are going to convert the 
world by their preaching and their example. Do I 
revile them '? Nay. but, according to the light which 
God has imparted to me, I feel myself called upon, 
fearless of all consequences, to hear my testimony 
against them, for the honor of Christ and his cause, 
as a warning to the deludcrs, and for the bene tit of 
the deluded ; and it is my constant prayer, that they 
may awaken to a sense of their real condition, and 
humble themselves before God, from whom they have 
awfully apostatized, ere the vials of Almighty wrath 
give indisputable evidence that the measure of the in- 
iquity of the Gentile church is full. 

My brethren, were 1 to attempt to draw the char- 
acter of the churches of the day in full, of the church- 
es who, according to their own account, arc to be the 
honored instrumentality of evangelizing the heathen, 
and filling the whole earth with the glory of the Lord, 
the sun would go down upon us before one hundredth 
part of their corruptions and abuses could be brought 
before you in detail; even mere natural men and 
avowed infidels have but to direct their eye towards 
them, and the feeling of disgust h created, and the cry 
of shame is extorted, because of their party bickerings 
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and their unchristian animosities ; but, with the rec- 
ord of their unhallowed contentions, or with the abuse 
of the powers they possess, and their aspirings after 
in ore i I have, at present, nothing to do ; it is enough 
for my purpose simply to point at Ihcir apostasy from 
primitive purity and primitive simplicity, and their 
total want of primitive power* Alas! alas! the gos- 
pel-perverting nature of their conduct and operations, 
their worldly-minded ncss, their spiritual darkness, 
their self-conceit, their party-spirit, their secularizing 
policy and utter selfishness, their having the form of 
godliness without the power, and their ever hearing 
and never coming to the knowledge of the truth, all, 
all about them, and of them, and in them, but too 
strongly mark them out as the prepared and the pre- 
paring objects of Almighty vengeance. Startling 
though the language be, 1 dare not hesitate to use it; 
God has forgotten to punish, if his arm be not lifted 
up against them, anil mock piety is no longer offensive 
to a holy God, it" the hour of their destruction be not 
nigh at hand, I fear much that the unconverted and 
backsliding portions of every Gentile church, I mean 
of the churches of the thy, will laugh at this testimo- 
ny, which I consider it my duty to bear against them ; 
for they have closed their eyes, they have shut their 
cars, they have hardened their hearts, and God has 
given them over to their strong delusion ; they are 
believing a lie, and they will assuredly be damned, be- 
cause they have obeyed not the gospel, because they have * 
held the truth in unrighteousness; but, blessed be 
God, there are some in every church, a small rem- 
nant, a little nock, whose eyes are still open, who 
weep and mourn over the general defection, who know 
the voice of the Spirit : and to them I address the ad- 
monitory language of my text. £l Let your loins be 
girded about, and your lights burning; and ye your- 
selves like unto men that wait for their Lord, when 
he will return from the wedding ; that when he com* 
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eth and knocketh, they may open unto him immedi- 
ately." 

But, my dear hearers, I must take my leave for the 
present of the rich churches, the churches that are 
possessed of goods, the churches that can reign with- 
out Christ, the churches that love not his appearing, 
the churches that scofiiingly cry out, Where is the 
promise of his coming; the an ti- Christian, apostate 
Gentile churches, who are fitting themselves for the 
fire with which God will shortly plead with them ; 
and I shall now direct your attention for a few mo- 
iiuuta to the awful aifctftOfthe world, which the di- 
vines of the day would have you believe is improving 
in manners, and in spirit, through its intercourse with 
the churches which 1 have just been characterizing as 
apostate. But where, oh ! where shall I begin ? The 
heart sickens the moment that the eye falls upon the 
mass of iniquitous abomination that lies before it, — 
Take the Christian country in which we live, or, it 
may be better for our purpose, the Christian city in 
ffhich we dwell, ( London. ) I ask, is it an improve- 
ment upon heathenism, to see a court at the opera on 
Saturday night, and at the sacramental altar on tho 
Sunday morning ? Are balls, and concerts, and the- 
atres, and race-courses, places of preparation for the 
judgment-seat, and places of training for the mansions 
of the blessed, and for the eternal companionship of 
a holy God? Were there not a Bible in our land, 
could the iniquities of tlui heathen be more gloried in 
than they are ? And yet, this is the capital of the 
world, which is so wondrously improved by the influ- 
ence of Christian example. Take your Bible iu your 
hand, and place your finger upon that portion of. it 
which says, < : Remember the Sabbath day and keep 
it holy/* and go throughout the streets and markets 
of this city; and if your heart does not sink within 
you, and if your spirit does not fail you, you 4 have 
neither the heart nor the spirit of a Christian, On 
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any Sabbath throughout the year, take your stand in 
Hyde Park, and see how daring and impiously th» 
bulk of our nubility can insult the God of heaven, — 
\n front of every equipage, I can see in my mind's eye 
an angel of the Lord crying aloud, for God's sake, and 
for our own sake, " Kemember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy ; n and I can hear the infatuated worms 
reply, u Onward, onward, who is the Lord that I 
should obey his voice V y Shall I speak to you of 
whoredoms 1 There are eighty thousand pubHc pros- 
titutes within the precincts of this wicked city, and 
who can count the number of the secret ones 1 drunk- 
enness, dishonesty, swearing, and lying, and every 
kind and manner 'of abomination, have uncontrolled 
license j and there is not a street," lane, or neighbor- 
hood, that has not a polluted moral atmosphere, — 
This, my hearers, is but a slight etching of our Chris- 
tian city, of our improving world, of the wicked har- 
lot with which the Gentile churches have been shak- 
ing hands, nay, committing open whoredom, for fif- 
teen hundred years. Tell me not, by way of pallia- 
tion, that the persecuting spirit of the world is gone ; 
the truth is, Christ is gone ; there is no Christ in the 
churches to persecute. And as to the individual 
Christian, there is too little of the image of Christ, 
and of the power of Christ there, to excite cither the 
jealousy of Satan, or the malice of the world, lie as- 
sured, my dear hearers, whatever Christians of Sa- 
tan's making may say to the contrary, a God-dc- 
Bpising, Christ-rejecting Spirit-resisting world, doth 
not lack malice towards Christ and his followers.— 
Let any minister of Christ fully take his Master's 
ground ; let him begin at the palace, and, coming 
down through the members of the administration, the 
houses of parliament, the bishop's stalls, and the 
chairs of justice j let him tell every man, plainly and 
honestly, what he is, what he is doing, and where ho 
is going— and you will soon see the arm of the law 
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stretched out against him ; and let the efforts of this 
faithful minister be zealously backed by a few equal- 
ly bold and resolute denouncers of iniquity, let one 
fair stand be made for Christ and for God, and you 
will quickly behold the 'fires of Smithfield re-kindled, 
or some other more civilized invention in active opera- 
tion, to rid the land from troublesome, soul-alarming, 
and Satan-disturbing disciples of Christ But why 
should T keep my eye, and yours, so long fixed upon 
the world? did not the tirst glance satisfy yon all, 
that it was ripe for destruction ? It is true, God is 
a long-suffering and a merciful God; 1 but what can 
ho do, that he has not already done? And, after 
having done everything that was consistent with his 
own nature, and with man's position, as a probation- 
er for eternity, for the church's reformation, and the 
world's salvation, it were directly libelling God to say 
he has not done so ; and after huving done all this in 
vain, as far as either the re formation of the one or the 
salvation of the other is concerned, a lengthening out 
of the day of mercy would, in my estimation, be most 
unmerciful. I see it to be just a crowding of hell 
with daily increasing victims, and a seven-fold heat- 
ing of its flames, by hourly despised privileges. 
Because I love mercy, and pity the dinner, my con- 
tinual cry. is, Lord, come speedily to judgment ! Be- 
cause I feci for God's insulted honor. I cry, Lord come 
to judgment ! an I. bemi*e I know the penalty of con- 
tinuing to resist the Spirit, and to trample upon the 
blood of the Lamb, I must cry, Lord, come quickly to 
judgment ; and t am as sure as that there is a mer- 
ciful God in the heavens, that he is hastening on the 
day of the wicked's destruction ; and as soon as this, 
his purpose, can be accomplished, it will be accom- 
plished.. Wo, wo, wo to the Bible-despising, gospel- 
hardened inhabitants of this land j for assuredly the 
fearful day of retribution, the b-rriblc day of God's 
reckoning, with this worse than heathenish people, is 
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liigh at hand. Sinners of Great Britain, depend upon 
it, the last offer of mercy and salvation is being made 
to you— your last day, of grace is hastening to its 
close. I look upon it that you are placed as a nation 
in precisely the same situation as the Jews were, 
when Jesus Christ, weeping over Jerusalem, cried 
aloud, in the anguish of his soul. Oh ! that thou, at 
least, that thou liadst known the things that belong 
unto thy peace j but now — and the sentence is irrev- 
ocable—now they are forever hid from thine eyes. — 
Notwithstanding the awful sentence, Jesus Christ 
commanded his disciples to begin the preaching of the 
gospel at Jerusalem— and why ? Simply because, 
though the national doom was fixed, individuals might, 
even at the last hour, be induced to accept of a Sa- 
viour. / postato churches of Christendom, the meas- 
ure of your iniquity is fuH. Godless, Ohmtless 
world, your destiny is fixed ; your destruction is in- 
evitable . but shall I not begin at Jerusalem ? Oh ! 
that in these last days God would give mo energy of 
body and of mind, and the mighty power of his Spir- 
it, to warn the individual sinner with effect; that 
some might yet escape for their lives, and take refuge 
from the coming calamity, in the hitherto despised, 
but still outstretched arms of their Saviour. 

ADDRESS TO THE MINISTERS UP CHRIST. 

Ministers of Christ, and ye men of God, who are 
scattered throughout the churches, suffer the word of 
exhortation ; what have you to do with the doctrin- 
al squabbles, the secularizing policy, and the party 
interests of existing churches? If you be, indeed, 
men of God, spiritual men, you must long ago have 
been tired of their mud, and their filth, and their shal- 
lows, 1 entreat you, in God's name, and for Christ's 
sake, put away your apathy, and awake from your 
slumbers \ come out from among them, lest ye be- 
come partakers of their plagues. The cry is raised, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



13 



Behold, the Bridegroom coraeth \ as you value your 
souls, disobey not the command: but "Go ye forth 
to meet him." 'Tis vain to imagine that, by remain- 
ing where you are, you may still be a leaven for good. 
The churchman will remain a churchman, the indepen- 
dant, an independant, and the method is t a mere metho- 
odistjin spite of you ; mother's children are they all. 
They do not bear the image of the heavenly , and I am 
satisfied, as regards the great bulk of them, the Father 
never begat them. The little zeal that they have hath 
self for its spring, and party aggrandizement for its ob- 
ject ; and either self-interest or self-exaltation consti- 
tutes the bond of this union. If ever they knew any- 
thing of God individually, I am afraid the most of 
them died in thu weaning, when the sensible comfort, 
the milk that God hath provided for the babe in 
Christ, was withdrawn, because they had been long 
enough babes — they would not learn to feed upon the 
word — they would not take to the flesh and to the 
blood of Christ : and, consequently, that which was 
given them hath been taken away from them. The 
preaching gift and the praying gift — yea, and part of 
the decently-living gift, may remain; and because 
they must have peace, and joy, Satan will take care 
that they are furnished with both ; but as to the life 
of God and the image of Christ they are scarcely 
anywhere to be found. Men of God, can you make 
the members of your several churches sensible of 
their state '? Can you convince them of their delu- 
sion by remaining amongst them 7 Never. Will 
such men unite with you in hastening on the corning 
of your Lord ? Will they mourn with you over the 
apostasy of the churches ? Will they werp with you^ 
will they cry with you for all the abominations that 
are existing in the world T O, no. You will uni- 
formly find them on the side of the scofior, and they 
will tell you. We are doing well— we are increasing 
in goods, we are triumphing, we are reigning, and 



what care we for the promise of his coming ? Men 
and brethren, from this moment come out from 
among them an^ be ye like unto them who are 

miony boldly and openly against them, and thus 
> on may succeed in alarming some of them. You are 
injuring them, yon are hindering the work of Christ 
vou are weakening one another's hands, by continu- 

?C! J ZZ P ° sition - 0h ! tDe spirit of 

Liijah, who must come, and of John the Baptist, bo 

ffven unto you. Let your loins, like theirs, begirded 
about ; let your lights bum where they mar blseen, 
and ,fc your unite* cry awaken both the stumbcrer 
and the sleeper. C1 Prepare to meet thy God 51 I 
have a conviction on my mind, that it is God's 'pur- 
pose that yet once more the note of alarm shall be 
sounded throughout these realms, and that this last 
trumpet will, under God, either have the effect of 
hardemng or saving the sinner. I clearly see that 
both processes have already commenced under mv 

ly be faithful, and m your several spheres and sta- 
tions stand out boldly for God. the harvest of this land 
will soon be rip. I feel as if death or life was in ev- 
ery word 3 and every time I make the inquiry, Watch- 
man, what of the night? the answer cometh with in- 
creasing thrill to my soul, The morning cometh, and 
also the night. And, Oh ! may every soul now be- 
fore me tremb e at the voice of the Spirit, and take 
the prophetical warning in time, make haste-return 
-come ! Ministers of Christ ! men of God ! to your* 
knees for oil, to your Bibles for light ; away with ev- 
ery trappmg of worldly policy ; strip your party-color- 
ed robes of batan's weaving ; take to you locusts and 
wild honey ; have done with the poisonous dishes of 
man S providing : strengthen your loins as with agirdle, 
with the promise of his coming, with the blessed hone 
of the glorious appearing of the great God and your 
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Saviour, and let your voice bo a united voice — tho 
voice of one crying in the midst of this wilderness of 
apostasy. blasphemy, ignorance, pollution, and sin — 
M Prepare the way of the Lord." J'hus will you be 
" like unto the men who are waiting for their Lord ;" 
and take the promise for your comfort, (; \J*hen he com- 
eth, and shall find you thus watching j verity, I say 
unto you. that he shall' gird him self, and make you sit 
down to meat, and will come forth and servo you. 15 — 
Amen. 



"Spiritual apathy," said Prof. Finney, in 1844, " is 
almost all-pervading, and is fearfully deep; so tho 
religious press of the whole hind testifies. It comes 
to our ears and to our eyes, also through the religious 
prints, that very extensively church members are be- 
coming devotees of fashion— join hands with the un- 
godly in parties of pleasure, in dancing, in festivities, 
Ac. But we need not expand this painful subject. 
Suffice it that the evidence thickens and rolls heavily 
upon us, to show that l he churches are becoming 
sadly degenerate. They have gone very far from 
the Lord and he has withdrawn himself from them. 1 * 

Luther, just before his death, speaking of tho 
state of things near the end, while writing on the pro- 
phetic periods of Daniel, in his German Bible, says: 
S* About the consummation of these periods, this gos- 
pel will be shut out of all the churches and confined 
to private houses." 

Says Charles Beecher : " Oh, woful day ! Oh un- 
happy church of Christ! Fast rushing round and 
round the fatal circle of absorbing ruin! Thousayest, 
1 am rich, and increased in goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knowest not that thou art poor, and 
miserable, and biind t and naked I" 



REMEMBER LOT'S WIFE* 

How prone arc professors to rest on their lees, 
To study their pleasure, their profit and ease/ 
Though God sajs arise, and escape for thy life, 
And look not behind yon j t: Remember Lot's wife." 

Awake from thy slumbers, the warning believe, 
Tis Jesus that calls you, the message receive ; 
While dangers are pending, escape for thy life, 
And look not behind you 5 "Remember Lot's wife,*' ■ 

The first bold apostate will tempt you to stay, 
An.l tell you that lions are found in the way ; 
He means to deceive you— escape for thy life, 
And look not behind you 5 « Remember Lot's wife.** 

How many poor souls has the tempter beguiled J 

With specious temptations how many defiled ; 

0, be not deluded, escape for thy life, 

And look not behind you; "Remember Lot's wife!" 

The ways of religion true pleasure afford, 
No pleasures can equal the joys of the Lord ; 
Forsake then the world and escape for thy life, 
And look not behind yon; (i Remember Lot's wife 1" 

But if you determine the call to refuse, 
And venture the way of destruction to choose, 
For hell, you will part with the blessings of life, 
And then, if not now, you'll " Remember Lot's wife f* 
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SOLEMN APPEAL. 



f Te e subject of this Tract is from a Pamphlet en- 
titled, A solemn Appeal to Ministers and Church' 
es. especially fo those of the Baptist Denomination, 
relative to the Speedy Coming of Christ; by /. S. 
Cook; published by J. V. Ilimcs, Boston, in 1843. 

It is proper to state that we have omitted that por- 
tion of the Appeal that related to the prophetic peri* 
ods. It is true that the writer has changed his views 
somewhat, relative to the Jews ; but this docs not 
change the truth of God, plainly brought out in the 
Appeal, We re-publish it for the instruction, comfort 
and strength of the people of God. j 

"Beware therefore, lest that come upon you 
which is spoken of in the prophets. Behold, ye 
despisers, and wonder and perish ; for I work a 
work in your days which ye shall in no wise be- 
lieve, though a man declare it unto you." Acts 
xiii, 40, 41. 

This dreadful language was pressed from the 
heart of the Apostle by the solemn, awful impres- 
sions which the Holy Spirit made on his mind. 
His whole soul was moved to its depth, when view- 
ing the state of his brethren, " his kindred accord- 
ing to the flesh." God had written the truth of 
Christ's Messiahship on his inmost soul ; conse- 
quently, he knew, that however plausible their oh- 




